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SCRIPTURAL ENCOURAGEMENTS 

“…but God has surely listened and heard my voice in prayer. Praise be to God, who has not 

rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me!” 

Ps 66:19-20 (NIV) 

HAITI 

In Haiti, at least 250 people have died from a cholera outbreak, and an estimated 30% of 

these were children. Although the number of deaths seems to be stabilising, over 3,000 

people have been affected – and there may be many more who have not reached a hospital or 

emergency treatment centre. Some people have travelled south from the affected area to the 

capital Port-au-Prince in order to receive treatment, raising fears that it could become much 

more widespread in the city.  

 Pray for the children of Haiti, particularly those in Artibonite and Centre provinces 

where the cholera outbreak has been reported. Pray that these children, who have 

suffered so much already in the months since the earthquake in January, would be 

protected from the disease.  

 Pray for those working to treat and protect Haitians in these provinces. Pray that they 

would not be hindered in any way, and that they would also be able to reach people 

who are do not have the means of travelling to health centres to receive treatment.  

PHILIPPINES 

Last Monday, 18th September, Typhoon Megi hit Isabela province in the north east of the 

Philippines, killing 19 people and affecting almost over a million, around half of whom are 

children. The area was severely affected by Typhoon Parma a year ago, and since then has 

suffered drought which led to failed harvests earlier this year. About 23,000 displaced people 

are living in 170 evacuation centres across the area. It is thought that 90% of schools in the 

north of the province were destroyed, and many more elsewhere severely damaged. All 

schools in the area have been closed for a week, leaving many children unaccompanied 

during the day and more vulnerable to child abuse and trafficking. 

 Pray for the people of Isabela province, and especially the children who were affected 

by this most recent typhoon, the tenth to hit the Philippines this year. Pray that God 

would protect them from any danger, either resulting directly from the disaster itself 

or indirectly from the increased risk of abuse and trafficking that they face. Pray that 

they would quickly be able to return to school so that they are kept safe from harm.  

  



 Pray for the many churches and Christian organisations which are seeking to respond 

to this disaster, housing displaced families or providing food and other resources. 

Pray that God would equip them to reach many people, and that they would be a 

witness to His love and compassion.  

LATIN AMERICA 

The life expectancy of a street child in Latin America is only four years, and they usually 

succumb to hunger, drug addiction or violence. Fostering has the potential to offer an 

effective solution to the growing number of street children across Latin America, and yet up 

until now it has never taken route. It can be expensive, both financially and emotionally, to 

look after a child who has seen so much suffering and rejection. But Casa Viva, one of 

Viva‟s partner programmes in Latin America, is making fostering possible; families who 

decide to take on a child are supported by their whole church, surrounded by the love and 

care of a Christian community. (Read more about Casa Viva in Viva‟s latest blog post at 

http://viva-togetherforchildren.blogspot.com) 

 Praise God for the work of Casa Viva and similar ministries. Praise Him that many 

children are being given the chance to grow up in a loving Christian environment, 

and are able to leave their pasts behind them.  

 Pray that many more families would consider fostering children, and that they would 

be able to feel that they have the support of their churches.  

 Pray for the training of 40 new churches that is currently taking place in countries 

across Latin America as part of the Casa Viva programme. Pray that it would be 

successful and that these churches would be empowered and equipped to make a real 

difference in the lives of children in their community.  

SOUTH AFRICA - Feedback 

Back in June, we prayed about South Africa‟s sex industry, and particularly about the 40,000 

women and children thought to be at risk of trafficking over the course of the tournament. 

South Africa‟s Sex Workers Educations and Advocacy Taskforce (SWEAT) and partners 

have just released a report which shows that, according to their research, the World Cup did 

not fuel a rise in sex work, trafficking or HIV infections. Although it is now being suggested 

that the risk had been exaggerated due to „media sensationalism‟, it is no doubt an answer to 

prayer that women and children at risk of abuse and sexual exploitation do not seem to have 

been affected by the tournament. 

 Praise God for the findings in this report, and for His protection of thousands of 

women and children from South Africa and neighbouring countries. Praise Him that 

He hears our prayers and shows us evidence of their effect!  

 Praise God for Viva‟s partner network in Cape Town, Connect, who ran children‟s 

activities throughout the World Cup to keep children off the streets and out of harm‟s 

way at a time when they were particularly vulnerable. Pray that, now that the 

spotlight on South Africa has faded, the children there would not be forgotten but 

http://viva-togetherforchildren.blogspot.com/


would continue to be protected from trafficking and abuse.  

Thank you for praying.  

We now have a blog! If you would like to keep up to date with Viva‟s work around the 

world, please visit http://viva-togetherforchildren.blogspot.com/ for all of our latest updates. 
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